
MIRIAM JORGENSEN 
 
Tel. NNI main: 520-626-0664    Email NNI: mjorgens@u.arizona.edu 
Tel. HPAIED main: 617-495-1480                                              Email HPAIED: miriam_jorgensen@harvard.edu 
 

EDUCATION 
Harvard University PhD 2000  Political Economics 

 Dissertation title: Bringing the Background Forward: Evidence from Indian Country on the 
Social and Cultural Determinants of Economic Development 

University of Oxford MA 1995, BA 1989 Human Sciences, honors  

Harvard University MPP 1991  Public Policy/International Development 

Swarthmore College BA 1987  Economics and Mathematics, high honors 

RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS 
12/14 – present Research Professor, Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, The University of Arizona. 

Conduct research on Indigenous nations social and economic development, especially the 
foundation provided by sovereign institutions of government. Current projects include research 
on access to credit and capital in Native communities, processes of Australian Indigenous 
nation building, and statistical analyses of the power of tribal governing institutions. 

7/14 – present  Professorial Research Fellow, Melbourne School of Government, University of Melbourne 
Oversee research on Indigenous governance in partnership with three Indigenous nations and 
six other universities. 

10/01 – present Research Director, Native Nations Institute, Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, The 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. See Udall Center position; joint appointment. 

6/00 – present Research Director, Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, John F. 
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. Oversee and conduct 
case research for the Honoring Nations program. Other recent studies include tribal-corporate 
engagement for resource extraction and the role of tribal libraries in spanning the digital divide. 

7/05 – 6/09  Visiting Scholar, Washington University School of Social Work, St. Louis, MO 

10/01 – 6/05 Visiting Scholar, Washington University School of Law, St. Louis, MO 

7/95 – 12/98 Research Analyst, BOTEC Analysis Corporation, Cambridge, MA 
Conducted benefit-cost analysis of various criminal justice programs. 

1/92 – 7/92 Research Assistant, Institute of Policy Studies, Duke University, Durham, NC 
Compiled data on the underlying political and economic determinants of the 1986 Superfund votes. 

6/88 – 9/88 Research Assistant, US House of Representatives Budget Committee, Washington, DC 
Studied the quality of jobs created during the 1980s.   

6/88 – 9/88 Research Assistant, National Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC 
Wrote a guide to the federal budget process for tribal leaders and tracked provisions for tribes in 
environmental protection legislation. 
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TEACHING APPOINTMENTS 
11/13 - present Affiliate Faculty, Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy, The University of Arizona James E. 

Rogers College of Law 

1/12 - present Co-Director & Instructor, Indigenous Governance Degree Programs, The University of 
Arizona Indigenous Peoples Law and Policy Program and Native Nations Institute 

1/05 - present Adjunct Professor, Community Development, Washington University School of Social Work 

10/95 - present  Lecturer, Executive Education Programs in Native American Leadership, The University of 
Arizona and Harvard University 

9/99 - 1/00 Instructor, Economic Analysis, Harvard School of Public Health 

9/96 - 1/97 Instructor, Applied Economic Analysis, Harvard Kennedy School 
9/93 - 1/94 

8/91 - 8/95 Course Coordinator & Instructor, Microeconomics, Summer Program, Harvard Kennedy School 

Additional teaching experience: positive political economy, advanced economic analysis 

PUBLICATIONS 
Books 

Structuring Sovereignty: Constitutions of Native Nations, with Melissa Tatum, Mary Guss, and Sarah Deer. Los 
Angeles: American Indian Studies, University of California, Los Angeles. 2014. 

The State of the Native Nations: Conditions under U.S. Policies of Self-Determination, with Joseph P. Kalt, Eric 
Henson, Jonathan B. Taylor, Stephen Cornell, Catherine Curtis, Kenneth Grant, and Andrew Lee. New York: 
Oxford University Press. 2008. 
 
Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development, editor. Tucson: University of Arizona 
Press. 2007. 
 

Published Papers and Chapters 

“Land and Indigenous Business Development in Canada,” with Rachel Rose Starks, in Indigenous Business in 
Canada: Principles and Practices (Sydney, NS: Cape Breton University). 2016. 
 
“Critical Junctures and Economic Development—Evidence from the Adoption of Constitutions Among American 
Indian Nations,” with Randall K.Q. Akee and Uwe Sunde. Journal of Comparative Economics 43(4): 844-861. 
2015. 
 
“Steering Our Own Ship?”: An Assessment of Self-Determination and Self-Governance for Community 
Development in Nunavut,” with Jackie Dawson, Brenda MacDougall, and Roger Ritsema. The Northern Review 
41: 205-228. 2015. 
 
“The Changing Landscape of Health Care Provision to American Indian Nations,” with Stephanie Carroll Rainie, 
Stephen Cornell, and Jaime Arsenault. American Indian Culture and Research Journal 39(1): 1-23. 2015. 
 
“Culture and Law: Preliminary Findings in a Review of 100+ Tribal Welfare Codes,” with Mary Beth Jäger, 
Rachel Starks, and Addie Smith, in The National CASA Association Judges’ Page Newsletter, Summer, Article 
4. 2015. 
 
“Property Institutions and Business Investment on American Indian Reservations,” with Randall K.Q. Akee. 
Regional Science and Urban Economics 46: 116-125. 2014. 
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“Four Contemporary Tensions in Indigenous Nation Building: Challenges for Leadership,” in Restorying 
Indigenous Leadership: Wise Practices in Community Development. Banff, Alberta: Banff Centre for Leadership, 
Management, and the Arts, 185-213. 2014. 
 
“Tribal Experience with Children’s Accounts,” with Peter Morris. Children and Youth Services Review 
32(11)(November): 1528-1537. 2010. 
 
“Arizona’s Native Nations and Economic Development,” and “Native Nations and Arizona’s Economy,” with 
Stephen Cornell. In Building Arizona’s Future: Jobs, Innovation and Competitiveness. Tucson: University of 
Arizona Eller School of Business. 2010. 
 
The CIRCLE Evaluation: How Can Federal Funds Best Assist Tribal Nations? Washington, DC: National 
Institute of Justice (e-pub). 2009. 
 
“Culture,” with Stephen Cornell, Kenneth Grant, and Hartmann Lomawaima. In The State of the Native Nations: 
Conditions under U.S. Policies of Self-Determination. New York: Oxford University Press, 277-298. 2008. 

“Development, Governance, Culture: What Are They and What Do They Have to Do with Rebuilding Native 
Nations?” with Manley A. Begay, Jr., Stephen Cornell, and Joseph P. Kalt. In Rebuilding Native Nations: 
Strategies for Governance and Development. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 34-54. 2007. 
 
“Native Nation Courts: Key Players in Nation Building,” with Joseph Thomas Flies-Away and Carrie Garrow. In 
Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 
115-145. 2007. 
 
“Getting Things Done for the Nation: The Challenge of Tribal Administration,” with Stephen Cornell. In 
Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 
146-172. 2007. 
 
“Citizen Entrepreneurship: An Underutilized Development Resource,” with Stephen Cornell, Ian Record, and 
Joan Timeche. In Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development. Tucson: University 
of Arizona Press, 197-222. 2007. 
 
“Rebuilding Native Nations: What Do Leaders Do?” with Manley A. Begay, Jr., Stephen Cornell, and Nathan 
Pryor. In Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development (Tucson: University of Arizona 
Press), 275-295. 2007. 
 
“Seizing the Future: Why Some Native Nations Do and Others Don’t,” with Stephen Cornell, Joseph P. Kalt, and 
Katherine Spilde Contreras. In Rebuilding Native Nations: Strategies for Governance and Development. Tucson: 
University of Arizona Press, 296-323. 2007. 
 
“Divorce and Real Property on American Indian Reservations: Lessons for First Nations and Canada,” with 
Joseph Thomas Flies-Away and Carrie Garrow. Atlantis: A Women's Studies Journal/Revue d'etudes sur les 
femmes 29(2)(Winter/Spring): 81-92. 2005. 
 
“Indigenizing Evaluation Research: How Lakota Methodologies are Helping ‘Raise the Tipi’ in the Oglala Sioux 
Nation,” with Paul Robertson and Carrie Garrow. American Indian Quarterly 28(3): 499-526. 2004. 
 
“American Indian Tribes’ Financial Accountability to the U.S. Government: A Report to the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development,” with Catherine Curtis. In Aboriginal Policy Research: Setting the Agenda for 
Change, vol. 2. Toronto: Thompson Educational Publishing, 17-34. 2004. 
 
“The CIRCLE Project,” with Stewart Wakeling. Tribal Justice Today 2(4)(Winter): 5-6. 2003. 
 
“Policing on American Indian Reservations,” with Stewart Wakeling and Susan Michaelson. NlJ Journal 
(January): 2-7. 2001. 
 
“Governing the Way to a Brighter Future,” with Andrew Lee. American Indian Review, no. 26 (Autumn): 15-17. 
2000. 
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“What Determines Indian Economic Success? Evidence from Tribal and Individual Indian Enterprises,” with 
Jonathan Taylor. Red Ink (Spring): 45-51. 2000. 
 
“Taking Up the Challenge: Fundamental Principles of Economic Development in Indian Country.” In Dane 
Morrison, ed., American Indian Studies: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Contemporary Issues. Baltimore: Peter 
Lang, 121-143. 1997. 
 
“A Comment on the Positive Canons Project,” with Kenneth Shepsle. Law and Contemporary Problems 
5(1)(Winter): 43-49. 1994. 
 

Book Reviews 

“Review of The White Earth Nation: Ratification of a Native Democratic Constitution.” American Indian Culture 
and Research Journal, 38(3): 205-208. 2014. 

Other Papers and Policy Reports 

“Access to Capital and Credit in Native Communities: Data Review,” with Randall K.Q. Akee, funded by the U.S. 
Department of Treasury, Community Development Financial Institutions Fund. Native Nations Institute, The 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. May 2016. 
 
“Access to Capital and Credit in Native Communities Report.” funded by the U.S. Department of Treasury, 
Community Development Financial Institutions Fund. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, 
Tucson, AZ. May 2016. 
 
“New Paths Home: The Impact of Four Directions Development Corporation on Indian Island, Maine, 2001-
2014,” with Jonathan B. Taylor. Taylor Policy Group, Sarasota, FL. June 2015.  
 
“Honoring Nations All-Star Profile: The Red Lake Walleye Recovery Program, Red Lake Nation,” with Jamie 
Dolan, Ian Record, and Eileen Briggs. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA. May 2015. 
 
“Expectation Damages,” Memo to Class Counsel, Ramah Navajo Chapter, et al. v. Jewell, D.N.M. CIV 90-0957 
LH/KM, on remand from the Supreme Court, 132 S. Ct. 2181 (2012)), December 2014. 
 
“Determinants of American Indian Economic Growth, 1990-2010 (draft),” with Jonathan Taylor. Taylor Policy 
Group, Sarasota, FL and Native Nations Institute, Tucson, AZ. December 2014. 
 
“Digital Inclusion in Native Communities,” with Susan Feller and Traci Morris. Association of Tribal Archives, 
Libraries, and Museums, Oklahoma City, OK. July 2014. 
 
“On Improving Tribal-Corporate Relations in the Mining Sector: A White Paper on Strategies for Both Sides of 
the Table,” with Saleem Ali, Joseph P. Kalt, Anthony McInnes, Amy Besaw Medford, and April Youpee-Roll. 
Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. April 2014. 
 
“Managing Land, Governing for the Future: Finding the Path Forward for Membertou,” with Rachel Starks, 
Cheryl Knockwood, Trevor Bernard, Mary Beth Doucette, Janice Esther Tulk, and Tamara Young. Atlantic 
Aboriginal Economic Development Integrated Research Program, Sydney, NS, Canada. September 2013. 
 
“The Gunditjmara People: Governance Insights Summary,” with Alison Vivian, Stephen Cornell, and Mark 
McMillan. Australian Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming 
Indigenous Government, confidential report to Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, 
Heywood, VIC, Australia. August 2013. 
 
“Rethinking Land Management at Kahnawake: A Report to the Mohawk Council of Kahnawake and Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Development Canada,” with Stephen Cornell. Grogan|Cornell Consulting, Tucson, AZ. 
March 2013. 
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“Forwarding First Nation Goals through Enterprise Ownership: The Mikisew Group Of Companies,” with Rachel 
Starks. Aboriginal Leadership and Management Program, Banff Centre, Alberta, Canada. September 2012. 
 
“Sustaining Indigenous Culture: The Structure, Activities, and Needs of Tribal Archives, Libraries, and 
Museums.” Association of Tribal, Archives, Libraries, and Museums, Oklahoma City, OK. June 2012.  
 
“Reflections on Strengthening Ngarrindjeri Nation Governing Systems: Themes Emerging from the 16 May 
Indigenous Governance Workshop and March Interviews,” with Alison Vivian and Stephen Cornell. Australian 
Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous Government, 
confidential report to Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority, Murray Bridge, SA, Australia. June 2012. 
 
“Report to the Raukkan Community Council,” with Alison Vivian and Stephen Cornell. Australian Research 
Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous Government, 
confidential report to Raukkan Community Council, Raukkan, SA, Australia. June 2012. 
 
“Themes Emerging from Conversations with NRA Board members, NRA Employees and Key Members of the 
Ngarrindjeri Nation,” with Alison Vivian and Stephen Cornell. Australian Research Council Discovery Project 
1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous Government, confidential report to Ngarrindjeri 
Regional Authority, Murray Bridge, SA, Australia. April 2012. 
 
“Indigenous Land Management in the United States: Context, Cases, Lessons: A Report to the Assembly of 
First Nations,” with Stephen Cornell. Grogan|Cornell Consulting, Tucson, AZ. December 2011. 
 
“The Gunditjmara People: Governance Insights,” with Alison Vivian, Stephen Cornell, and Mark McMillan. 
Australian Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous 
Government, confidential report to Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, Heywood, VIC, 
Australia. December 2011. 
 
“’Strength to Your Arm!’: Governance Efficacy as a Motivation for American Indian Constitutional Reform.” 
Prepared for “Imagination, Reparation, Transformation,” the 2011 American Studies Association Conference, 
Baltimore, MD. October 2011. 
 
“Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museum: Education for Professional Growth and Field Sustainability.” Final 
evaluation report for the grant Preserving Language, Memory, and Lifeways: A Continuing Education Project for 
21st Century Librarians, Western Council of State Libraries, Dallas, TX. September 2011. 
 
“The Ngarrindjeri Nation: Governance Insights,” with Alison Vivian, Stephen Cornell, and Mark McMillan. 
Australian Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous 
Government, confidential report to Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority, Murray Bridge, SA, Australia. September 
2011. 
 
“Rethinking Sectors: An Analysis of Economic Development Opportunities in Indian Country,” with Stephen 
Cornell and Joseph P. Kalt. Invited policy memo for the White House Senior Policy Advisor for Native American 
Affairs, Washington, DC. August 2011. 
 
“The Ngarrindjeri Nation: Preliminary Observations,” with Alison Vivian, Stephen Cornell, and Mark McMillan. 
Australian Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous 
Government, confidential report to Ngarrindjeri Regional Authority, Murray Bridge, SA, Australia. June 2011. 
 
“Is There Only One Cultural Path to American Indian Economic Development?” with Stephen Cornell and 
Joseph P. Kalt. Joint Occasional Working Papers on Native Affairs, No. 2011-01. Tucson and Cambridge: 
Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Management, and Policy, The University of Arizona, and Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University. April 2011. 
 
“The Gunditjmara People: Preliminary Observations,” with Alison Vivian, Stephen Cornell, and Mark McMillan. 
Australian Research Council Discovery Project 1092654, Changing the Conversation: Reclaiming Indigenous 
Government, confidential report to Gunditj Mirring Traditional Owners Aboriginal Corporation, Heywood. March 
2011. 
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“Advancing Policies to Support Healthy Eating and Active Living, Needs Assessment for Policy Outreach in 
Native Communities (with a special focus on Arizona and Montana),” a report to the National Congress of 
American Indians Fund. National Congress of American Indians, Washington, DC. February 2011. 
 
“Tribal Management of Health Care Delivery: Lessons and Implications,” a report to the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, with Stephen Cornell, Stephanie Rainie, and Rachel Starks. Native Nations Institute, The University 
of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. October 2010. 
 
“Making First Nation Law: The Listuguj Mi’gmaq Fishery,” with Stephen Cornell, Renee Goldtooth, Michele 
Guerin, Beaver Paul, Rachel Starks, Sheldon Tetreault, and Anisa White. National Centre for First Nations 
Governance, Vancouver, BC, and Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. August 2010. 
 
“Barriers to and Possibilities for Financial Education in South Dakota’s High Native Enrollment Schools,” with 
William Anderson, Noorie Brantmeier, and Amber Lounsbery. Oweesta Corporation, Rapid City, SD. July 2010.  
 
“Native Community EITC and VITA Outreach: What Have We Learned?” Oweesta Corporation, Rapid City, SD 
and Annie E. Casey Foundation, Baltimore, MD. February 2010. 
 
“A Nation with a Nation: An Analysis of Siksika Governance” for the Siksika Nation Governance Team, with 
Stephen Cornell. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. February 2010. 
  
“Governance Analysis for Native Nations,” with Stephen Cornell, Renee Goldtooth, and Joan Timeche. Native 
Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ and Harvard Project on American Indian Economic 
Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. February 2010. 
 
“Leadership Development in the Native Arts and Culture Sector,” with Rachel Starks. Ford Foundation, New 
York, NY. December 2008. 
 
“Deepening Our Understanding of the Financial Education of Native Youth: An In-Depth Look at Native Students 
in Montana, New Mexico, and South Dakota,” with William Anderson, Noorie Brantmeier, and Lewis Mandell. 
Oweesta Corporation, Rapid City, SD. October 2008. 
 
“Borrowing Trouble: Predatory Lending in Native American Communities,” with Sarah Dewees and Karen 
Edwards. First Nations Development Institute, Longmont, CO. March 2008. 
 
“A National Needs Assessment of American Indian Housing: Scoping Paper for a Request for Proposals,” with 
Karl Eschbach. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. February 2008. 
 
“Per Capita Distributions of American Indian Tribal Revenues: A Preliminary Discussion of Policy 
Considerations,” with Stephen Cornell, Stephanie Carroll Rainie, Ian Record, Ryan Seelau and Rachel Starks. 
Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. November 2007. 
 
“Strengthening and Rebuilding Tribal Justice Systems: A Participatory Outcomes Evaluation of the U.S. 
Department of Justice Comprehensive Indian Resources for Community and Law Enforcement (CIRCLE) 
Project,” with Stewart Wakeling. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. September 
2007. 
 
“Resurgent Justice: Rebuilding the Mohawk Justice System,” with Stephen Brimley, Stephen Cornell, Joseph 
Thomas Flies-Away, and Rachel Starks. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. 
November 2007. 
 
“The Nature and Components of Economic Development in Indian Country,” with Stephen Cornell, prepared for 
the National Native American Economic Summit. National Congress of American Indians Policy Research 
Center, Washington, DC. May 2007. 
 
“The Financial Literacy of Native American Youth,” with Lewis Mandell. National Financial Education Coalition, 
First Nations Oweesta Corporation, Rapid City, SD. April 2007. 
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“The Osoyoos Indian Band Development Corporation: A Case Study in Community Entrepreneurship,” with 
Stephen Cornell, Maura Grogan, and Cheryl Larsen. Native Nations Institute, the University of Arizona, Tucson, 
AZ. March 2007. 
 
“Needs Assessment for Entrepreneurship Education in Native Communities, A Report to the First Nations 
Oweesta Corporation,” with Rachel Starks. Native Nations Institute, the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. 
February 2007. 
 
“Contributions of the Earned Income Tax Credit to Community Development in Indian Country, Report to the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation,” with Kristen Wagner, Karen Edwards, and Dana Klar. Buder Center for American 
Indian Studies, Brown School of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO. October 2006. 
 
“Native Arts and Culture – An Ancient and Emerging Field,” with Deborah Chernick, Diane Espaldon, Pamela 
Kingfisher, Sara Peterson, and Rachel Starks. LarsonAllen, Inc., Minneapolis, MN and the Ford Foundation, 
New York, NY. May 2006. 
 
“Review of the First Nations Regional Longitudinal Health Survey (RHS) 2002/03,” with Alyce Adams and 
Courtney Andrews, Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. April 2006. 
 
“Native Cultural Arts Organizations: What They Are and What They Need.” Native Nations Institute, The 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ and Atlatl, Inc., Phoenix, AZ. October 2005. 
 
“Large Foundations’ Grantmaking to Native America,” with Sarah Hicks. Harvard Project on American Indian 
Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. September 2005. 
 
“Report to the W.K. Kellogg Foundation: Grantmaking to Native American Causes and Concerns,” with 
Catherine Curtis and Andrew Lee. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, 
MA. May 2005. 
 
“Strengthening and Rebuilding Tribal Justice Systems: Learning from History and Looking Towards the Future; 
A Participatory Process Evaluation of the U.S. Department of Justice Comprehensive Indian Resources for 
Community and Law Enforcement (CIRCLE) Project,” with Stephen Brimley, Carrie Garrow and Stewart 
Wakeling. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. March 2005. 
 
“In Pursuit of Capable Governance: A Report to the Lheidli T’enneh First Nation,” with Stephen Cornell and 
Cheryl Goodswimmer. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. December 2004. 
 
“The Concept of Governance and its Implications for First Nations,” with Stephen Cornell and Catherine Curtis. 
Joint Occasional Papers on Native Affairs, No. 2004-02. Tucson and Cambridge: Native Nations Institute for 
Leadership, Management, and Policy, The University of Arizona, and Harvard Project on American Indian 
Economic Development, Harvard University. 2004. 
 
“History’s Lesson for HUD and Tribes.” Joint Occasional Papers on Native Affairs, No. 2004-01. Tucson and 
Cambridge: Native Nations Institute for Leadership, Management, and Policy, The University of Arizona, and 
Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University. 2004.  
  
“Mikisew Cree First Nation: Economic Development and Democratic Governance,” with Randall Akee and 
Cheryl Goodswimmer. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA. November 2002. 
 
“Criminal Intelligence Sharing: A National Plan for Intelligence-Led Policing at the Local, State and Federal 
Levels,” with John Firman, Peter Modaferri and Russ Porter. International Association of Chiefs of Police, 
Alexandria, VA. September 2002. 
 
“First Nations Governance Act: Implications of Research Findings from the United States and Canada,” with 
Stephen Cornell and Joseph P. Kalt. Native Nations Institute, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. July 2002. 
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“Dene Tha’ First Nation: Fitting Together the Pieces for Success (Draft),” with Cheryl Goodswimmer, Randall 
Akee, Stephanie Rainie and Ian Record. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA. June 2002. 
 
“Duncan’s First Nation: Working Toward Greater Unity,” with Randall Akee and Cheryl Goodswimmer. Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. June 2002. 
 
“Swan River First Nation: The Family System (Draft),” with Cheryl Goodswimmer, Randall Akee and Stephanie 
Rainie. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. June 
2002. 
 
“Framing the Future: Trends that Will Impact Indian Country’s Social Welfare Systems,” with Eddie F. Brown 
and Sarah Hicks. For the symposium, “Capacity Building and Sustainability of Tribal Governments: The 
Development of Social Welfare Systems Through Preferred Futuring.” Kathryn M. Buder Center for American 
Indian Studies, George W. Brown School of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO. May 2002. 
 
“A Review of Grantmaking to Native American Concerns,” with Stephen Brimley, section II of the “American 
Indian Research and Grants Assessment Project: A Report to the Committee on Indigenous Peoples, the Ford 
Foundation.” Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. April 2002. 
 
“State and Tribal Interests in Indian Economic Diversification: The Case for Lifting State Sales Taxation from 
Quil Ceda Village,” with Kenneth Grant, Christina Rader and Jonathan Taylor. Lexecon, Inc., Cambridge, MA. 
April 2002. 
 
“Self-Governance, Economic Development, and Nation Building for the Metlakatla and Gitga’at First Nations: 
Final Report,” with Stephen Cornell, Nathan Pryor, Stephanie Rainie, et al. Native Nations Institute, Udall Center 
for Studies in Public Policy, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. March 2002. 
 
“Welfare, Work, and American Indians, The Impact of Welfare Reform: A Report to the National Congress of 
American Indians,” with Eddie F. Brown, Stephen Cornell, et al. Kathryn M. Buder Center for American Indian 
Studies, George W. Brown School of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO, and the Native 
Nations Institute, Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. November 
2001. 
 
Policing on American Indian Reservations: A Report to the National Institute of Justice, with Stewart Wakeling, 
Susan Michaelson and Manley Begay. National Institute of Justice, United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, DC. September 2001.  
 
“Improving Safety in Indian Country: Proceedings of the IACP 2001 Summit.” International Association of Chiefs 
of Police, Arlington, VA. August 2001. 
 
“Honoring Nations: Tribal Governance Success Stories, 2000,” with Andrew Lee and Oren Lyons. Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. April 2001. 
 
“Breaking Ineffective Political Cycles Through Governmental Reform,” with Kenneth Grant and Jonathan Taylor. 
Lexecon, Inc., Cambridge, MA. November 2000. 
 
“Taste, Culture, and Path Dependence.” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. March 2000.  
 
“Honoring Nations: Tribal Governance Success Stories, 1999,” with Andrew Lee and Oren Lyons. Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. March 2000. 
 
“Indian Gaming in Arizona: Social and Economic Impacts on The State of Arizona,” with Jonathan Taylor, 
Kenneth Grant and Matthew Krepps. Lexecon, Inc., Cambridge, MA. June 1999. 
 
“Costs and Benefits of the St. Louis Opportunity to Succeed Program.” BOTEC Analysis Corporation, 
Cambridge, MA. December 1998. 
 



 9 

“Governing Government.” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. January 1998.  
 
“Report for the Harvard Conference on the Draft United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples: U.S. and Tribal Government Perspectives,” with S. James Anaya and Lorie Graham. Harvard 
University Native American Program, Cambridge, MA. July 1996. 
 
“The Changing Popularity of Congressional Committees.” Harvard University, Cambridge, MA. 1996. 
 
“Linking Education and Research for Self-Determined Native American Development: What Can Be Done? A 
Seminar Sponsored by the National Executive Education Program for Native American Leadership.” Harvard 
Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. January 1995. 
 
“Marketing Indonesia’s Cloves,” Case C18-95-1274.0, Kennedy School of Government Case Program, 
Cambridge, MA. 1995. 
 
“Charmaine Wisecarver: A Treasurer Dismissed.” Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, 
Cambridge, MA. June 1993. 
 
“KILI Radio,” with Karl Eschbach. Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. 
July 1991. 
 
“Foundations for the Future: A Proposal for Governmental Reform for the White Mountain Apache Tribe.” 
Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. April 1991. 
 
“Cedar Pass Lodge.” Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. August 
1990. 
 
“Nebraska Sioux Lean Beef, Part A,” and “Nebraska Sioux Lean Beef, Part B.” Harvard Project on American 
Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. August 1990. 
 
“Development Finance at the Standing Rock Sioux Indian Reservation: A Proposal for Economic Rejuvenation.” 
Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. January 1990. 
 

Newspaper Articles 

“Native Americans Need Rule of Law, But Whose Law?” with Stephen Cornell, Carole Goldberg, and Joseph P. 
Kalt. Wall Street Journal. April 3, 2009. 
 
“Research on U.S. and Canadian Nations Indicates Jobs Come with Tribal Control,” with Stephen Cornell. 
Headwaters News. August 14, 2002. 
 
“The Cultural Renewal of Law Enforcement,” with Stewart Wakeling. Indian Country Today. April 20, 1998. 
“Fighting Crime in Indian Country,” with Stewart Wakeling. Indian Country Today. March 30, 1998. 

TESTIMONY 
“Oh Behalf of the Navajo Health Foundation-Sage Memorial Hospital, Inc.” in Navajo Health Foundation-Sage 
Memorial Hospital, Inc. Plaintiff, vs. Sylvia Mathews Burwell, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services; Robert McSwain, Acting Director of Indian Health Services; John Hubbard, Jr., Area Director 
Navajo Area Indian Health Services; and Frank Dayish, Contracting Officer, Navajo Area Indian Health 
Services; and the United States of America, in the U.S. District Court for the District of New Mexico. Deposition 
testimony: Albuquerque, NM. May 2, 2016. 
 
“Statement of Dr. Miriam Jorgensen,” testimony before the Federal Communications Commission, ex parte 
Hearing on Tribal Libraries and E-Rate Access, Washington, DC. June 26, 2014. 
 
“Statement of Dr. Miriam Jorgensen,” testimony before the Institute of Museum and Library Services, Hearing on 
Libraries and Broadband: Urgency and Impact, Washington, DC. April 17, 2014. 
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“On Behalf of the Ramah Navajo School Board, Inc.,” in Ramah Navajo School Board Inc., Plaintiff, vs. Michael 
O. Leavitt, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; James L. Toya, Director of the 
Albuquerque Area Office of the Indian Health Service Office; and the United States of America, in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of New Mexico. Deposition testimony: Albuquerque, NM. May 29, 2012. Trial: Santa 
Fe, NM. June 26, 2012. 
 
“Statement of Dr. Miriam Jorgensen,” testimony before the United States Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, 
Oversight Hearing on Economic Development, Washington, DC. May 10, 2006. 

PRESENTATIONS 
“Make Your Tribal Community Thrive with Data-Informed Decision Making,” panel moderator at the NAFOA 
(Native American Finance Officers Association) annual meeting, Phoenix, AZ. April 19, 2016.  
 
“Reflections on NNI’s Work with Native Communities on Indigenous Governance,” presentation at the convening 
“Indigenous Governance Initiative Planning Session: What Can the University of British Columbia Do to Become 
a Better Collaborative Research Partner with Communities?” Vancouver, BC. November 12, 2015. 
 
“Ethics and Economic Research on Aboriginal Communities,” presentation at the workshop “Economic Issues 
Facing Aboriginal People in Canada and the USA,” Vancouver, BC. September 18, 2015. 
 
“TALMs and Sovereignty: Why Reclaim the Archive,” presentation for the panel “Reclaiming the Archive: Using 
Indigenous Material to Displace the Colonial Story” at the International Conference of the Association of Tribal 
Archives, Libraries, and Museums, Washington, DC. September 11, 2015. 
 
“Native Entrepreneurship in the United States: Two Conversations, Two Outcomes, Two Policies,” presentation 
for the panel “Indigenous Values Plus Economic Value = Sustainable Business” at “Opening Governance,” the 
Annual Meeting of the Academy of Management, Vancouver, BC. August 9, 2015. 
 
“A Re-imagined Future: Indigenous Nations within the Nation State,” presentation with Alison Vivian and Damein 
Bell at “Leadership, Legacy, and Opportunity, the 2015 National Native Title Conference, Port Douglas, 
Queensland, Australia. June 16, 2015. 
 
“Resurgent Justice: Creating Space for Aboriginal Law,” Spaces of Indigenous Justice Workshop II, Tucson, 
Arizona. April 14, 2015. 
 
“A Re-Imagined Future: Indigenous Nations Within the Nation State,” Victoria Fulbright Scholars Salon, 
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia. November 26, 2014. 
 
“Addressing Native Nation Building through University Policies and Programs,” First Annual Forum on the Role 
of Higher Education in North Carolina Native Nation Building, University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, Chapel 
Hill, NC. October 23, 2014.  
 
“Indigenous Research: Challenges and How to Tackle Them,” at the Graduate Research Retreat of the 
Australian National University National Centre for Indigenous Studies, Canberra, Australia. October 8, 2014. 
 
“Political Governance,” presentation for the panel “Indigenous Politics and Nation Building” at the Australian 
Political Studies Association annual conference, Sydney, Australia. September 30, 2014. 
 
“Celebrating the Cherokee Constitution,” keynote address at the Celebratory Symposium for the 175th 
Anniversary of the 1839 Cherokee Constitution,” hosted by Northeastern State University and the Cherokee 
Nation, Tahlequah, OK. August 28, 2014. 
 
“International Indigenous Nation Building and the Native Nations Institute,” presentation at the Indigenous 
Governance Development Forum: Mapping Current and Future Research and Resource Needs, hosted by the 
Australian Institute for Aboringinal and Torres Strait Islander Studies and the Australian Indigenous Governance 
Institute, Canberra, Australia. July 23-30, 2014. 
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“Harvard Project Study: Best and Worst Practices in Tribal-Corporate Relations in the Mining Sector,” 
presentation at the Reservation Economic Summit, DC, hosted by the National Center for American Indian 
Enterprise Development, Washington, DC. June 26, 2014. 
 
“Digital Inclusion in Indian Country,” presentation at the International Conference of the Association of Tribal 
Archives, Libraries, and Museum, Palm Springs, CA. June 10, 2014. 
 
“Accessing, Collating, and Generating Indigenous Nation Quantitative Data,” mentor presentation, third annual 
summer school on Indigenous community based research, Inter-disciplinary Initiative on Indigenous Health and 
Wellbeing, Western University, London, ON. June 2, 2014. 
  
“The Cutting Edge of Economic Development in Indian Country,” Plenary Session, at the conference “Good 
Native Governance: Innovative Research in Law, Education, and Economic Development,” American Indian 
Studies Center, University of California, Los Angeles, CA. March 7, 2014. 
 
“Regenerating Community and Sustaining Nationhood,” panel entitled “Land: Sovereignty, and Economic 
Development,” Western Indian Gaming Conference, Morongo, CA. February 13, 2014. 
 
“Reimagining and Rebuilding Indigenous Nations in Australia,” preconference workshop at the annual 
conference of Indigenous Allied Health Australia, Adelaide, SA, Australia. November 25, 2013. 
 
“Research with Native Nations,” panel entitled, “Building a Partnership: Researching Native American 
Populations,” 14th annual National Center for Responsible Gaming Conference, Las Vegas, NV. September 22, 
2013. 
 
“Title: Constitutionalism, Nation States, and Indigenous Nations: Finding a Place for the Nations Within,” Free 
Public Lecture Series, Melbourne Law School, Melbourne, Australia. July 30, 2013. 
 
“Nation Building 101,” Bush Foundation Board of Directors meeting, Red Lake, MN. May 15, 2013.  
 
“Tribal Community Management of Health Care: What are the Lessons?” panel entitled, “The Impact of Tribal 
Gaming on Health,” annual conference of the National Center for Responsible Gaming, Las Vegas, NV. 
September 30, 2012. 
 
“Indigenous Business and Economic Development in the US,” panel entitled “Indigenous Economic and 
Business Development,” at “Wise Practices in Indigenous Community Development,” symposium hosted by the 
Banff Centre Indigenous Leadership and Management Program. Banff, Alberta, Canada. September 15, 2012.  
 
“Constitutional Change and Economic Growth on American Indian Reservations,” conference entitled “The Law 
and Economics of Indian Country Economic Development,” Minneapolis, MN. August 27, 2012. 
 
“An Open Dialogue on the Needs of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums,” International Conference of 
Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums, Catoosa, OK. June 7, 2012. 
 
“Framing the Issues,” at “Growing Economies in Indian Country: A National Summit,” sponsored by the Federal 
Reserve Bank Board of Governors, Washington, DC. May 1, 2012. 
 
“Culture, Tradition, and Effective Governance: Cultural Match,“ Mohawk Nation Youth Forum, sponsored by the 
National Centre for First Nations Governance, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. March 15, 2012. 
 
“Rapporteur Report,” at the convening “Common Roots, Common Futures: Different Paths to Self-
Determination: An International Conversation,” sponsored by the Harvard University Committee on Australian 
Studies and the University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. February 22, 2012. 
 
“Why Indigenous Governance Matters,” with Stephen Cornell, Distinguished Visiting Scholar Master Class, 
University of Technology Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. November 10, 2011. 
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“Indigenous Government: A Policy Solution in Settler States?”, with Stephen Cornell, Distinguished Visiting 
Scholar Lecture, University of Technology Sydney, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. November 9, 2011. 

“Strength to Your Arm!: Governance Efficacy as a Motivation for American Indian Constitutional Reform,” panel 
entitled, “Transforming Nations: Reflections on Constitutional Reform in Indian Country,” annual conference of 
the American Studies Association, Baltimore, MD. October 21, 2011.  

“CDFIs on Native Lands” at the convening “Growing Economies in Indian Country: Taking Stock of Progress 
and Partnerships,” sponsored by the Minneapolis Federal Reserve Bank and other federal partners, Lac du 
Flambeau, WI. September 22, 2011. 

“Gaining Practical Insights from the Principles of the Harvard Project,” at the conference “Indigenous 
Governance for Sustained Development,” Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. May 18, 2011. 

“The US Urban Indigenous Populations(s): Characteristics, Concerns, and Governance Arrangements,” panel 
entitled, “Urban Indigenous Populations,” International Indigenous Safety Seminar, sponsored by the 
International Centre for the Prevention of Crime, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. March 28, 2011. 

“The Promise and Practice of Nation Building,” panel entitled, “Academic Panel,” at the symposium, “The 
Nations Within: Perspectives on Native American Sovereignty and Nationhood,” hosted by the Joseph W. Martin 
Jr. Institute for Law and Society, Stonehill College, Easton, MA. March 5, 2011. 

“Writing The State of the Native Nations: Origins, Research, Pitfalls, and Opportunities,” convening entitled, 
“Strategies to Meet Tribal Data and Information Needs,” hosted by the National Congress of American Indians, 
Washington, DC. December 7, 2010. 

“Assessment of Healthy Eating and Active Living (HEAL) Policies in Arizona and Montana,” pre-meeting entitled, 
“Promoting Healthy Eating and Active Living Policies,” National Congress of American Indians Annual 
Conference, Albuquerque, NM. November 14, 2010.	

“Indigenous Private Property Rights in Land: Comments on the Conversation in North America,” research 
seminar series, Centre of Aboriginal Economic and Policy Research, Australian National University, Canberra, 
Australia. November 5, 2010. 

“Research on Child Savings Accounts,” Region VIII Leadership Summit on Family Financial Security, sponsored 
by the US Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Durango, CO. 
September 15, 2010.  

“Two Approaches to Development in Indian Country,” guest speaker, Washington Internship for Native Students 
program, Washington, DC. June 24, 2010.  

“Managing Youth Per Capita Payments,” breakout session at the HUD-ONAP Native Asset Conference, “Asset 
Building: A Pathway to Economic Self-Determination,” Spokane, WA. June 3, 2010. 

“Payday Lending Alternatives,” with Raymond Foxworth, breakout session at the HUD-ONAP Native Asset 
Conference, “Asset Building: A Pathway to Economic Self-Determination,” Spokane, WA. June 3, 2010.  

“Per Capita Revenue Distributions of Tribal Revenues: Policy Considerations,” panel entitled, “Governance 
Challenges: Research in Support of Tribal Policy-Making,” at the 2nd annual Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Association conference, Tucson, AZ. May 20, 2010. 

“Native Nations Institute and Harvard Project Case Studies on Leading Practices in Native & First Nation 
Governance,” Methodology Thought Leaders Forum, Banff Centre Aboriginal Leadership and Management 
Program, Banff, Alberta. April 23, 2010. 

“External Perspectives: Challenges and Opportunities in the Lower 48,” with Manley Begay, Rio Tinto North 
American Community Agreements and Implementation Forum, Cambridge, MA. February 3, 2010. 
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“VITA Sites and EITC: Implications for Development in Rural and Native Communities,” with Kristen Wagner, 
workshop at the Mobilizing Rural Communities Conference, sponsored by Rural Dynamics, Inc., and the 
Northern Plains Initiative, Billings, MT. October 9, 2009. 

“Strengthening Governing Systems,” keynote address, Anishinabeg Nation Building Conference, Leech Lake, 
MN. July 9, 2009. 

“Tribal Innovations in Children’s Accounts,” panel entitled, “Building Children and Youth Savings in Native 
Communities,” Conference on Children and Youth Savings, sponsored by the Corporation for Enterprise 
Development (CFED), New York, NY. June 16, 2009. 

“What is the Role of Tribal Managers in Rebuilding Native Nations?” keynote address, First Nations Band 
Administrators’ Conference, sponsored by the Aboriginal Financial Officers Association of BC, Vancouver, 
British Columbia. June 10, 2009. 

“Per Capita Revenue Distributions: Policy Considerations,” and “Is There Only One Cultural Path to 
Development: Diversity Among Contemporary Indigenous Nations,” panel entitled “Rebuilding Native Nations: 
Current Issues,” at the Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, sponsored by Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. March 9, 2009. 

“Recent Research and Thinking about Indigenous Governance and Development by the Harvard Project and 
Native Nations Institute,” workshop at the Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, sponsored by Indian and 
Northern Affairs Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. March 8, 2009. 

“VITA Sites and Native Communities” and “A Three-State View of Native Youth Financial Education,” panel 
entitled “New Research on Asset Building in Native Communities,” Opportunity Finance Network Annual 
Conference, Albuquerque, NM. December 9, 2008. 

“Indian Nation Boards as Players in Rebuilding Native Nations,” keynote address, Indian Board Members 
Conference, Falmouth Institute Training Summit, Las Vegas, NV. December 8, 2008. 

“Tribal Innovations in Children’s Accounts,” panel entitled, “Policy and Program Innovations in the US,” at the 
“Child Development Accounts: Research and Policy Symposium,” Center for Social Development, Washington 
University, St. Louis, MO. November 13, 2008. 

“Nation Rebuilding,” staff training, Bush Foundation, Oak Ridge Conference Center, Chaska, MN. September 4, 
2008. 

“Expanding the Basic Findings of the Nation Building Model,” panel entitled, “The Nation Building Model: Does It 
Work?”, National Congress of American Indians Mid-Year Conference, Reno, NV. June 2, 2008.  

“Native Youth Financial Literacy: Emerging Research Results,” panel entitled, “Tribal Policy Options for 
Addressing Predatory Lending and Improving Financial Literacy,” National Congress of American Indians Mid-
Year Conference, Reno, NV. June 2, 2008.  

“Why are Some Native Nations More Successful than Others?” Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa Community College 
Seminar Series, Hayward, WI. May 7, 2008. 

“Rebuilding Native Nations—Connections to Asset Building,” keynote address, Oklahoma Native Assets 
Conference, Oklahoma City, OK. April 23, 2008. 

“Youth and Nation Building: Reflections for Emerging Leaders,” luncheon address, “Youth and Emerging 
Leadership Think Tank,” sponsored by the National Centre for First Nations Governance, Vancouver, BC. March 
28, 2008. 

“Establishing Evaluation Criteria for Effective Governance,” at the “Governance Think Tank” sponsored by the 
National Centre for First Nations Governance, Vancouver, BC. March 28, 2008. 
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“Rebuilding Native Nations,” panel entitled, “Sovereignty, Governance, and the Law: A Continued Discussion,” 
spring finance conference of the Native American Finance Officers’ Association, San Diego, CA. March 27, 
2008. 

“Twenty Years of Self-Governance: The Benefits and the Path Ahead,” general staff meeting of the Indian 
Health Service in honor of self-governance legislation, Rockville, MD. March 6, 2008. 

“Rebuilding Our Native Nations: A Blueprint for Business Enterprise Success!” plenary panel participant at 
RES08, the Reservation Economic Summit and American Indian Business Trade Fair, Las Vegas, NV. March 4, 
2008. 

“Considerations from the Research Front,” luncheon presentation, Native Financial Education Coalition Annual 
Strategic Planning Conference, Seattle, WA. February 20, 2008. 

“Roadmap to a Preferred Future: Tribal Government Policy Development,” keynote address, Wisconsin Indian 
Business Conference, Green Bay, WI. February 12, 2008. 

“Documenting & Understanding Tribal Housing Needs,” research breakout group, annual legal symposium of 
the National American Indian Housing Council, Las Vegas, NV. December 5, 2007. 

“Take the Predatory Out of Lending for Your Tribe,” research breakout group, annual legal symposium of the 
National American Indian Housing Council, Las Vegas, NV. December 5, 2007. 

“The Financial Literacy of Native American Youth,” Research Strand II, annual convention of the National Indian 
Education Association, Honolulu, HI. October 26, 2007. 

“Aboriginal Governing Institutions: Connections between Research and Policy Advice,” University of Toronto 
Department of Political Science seminar series, Toronto, ON. October 12, 2007. 

“Tribal Government Structure,” intergovernmental seminar, “Collaborating to Improve Outcomes for Native 
Youth,” sponsored by the Pima County Juvenile Court Center, Tucson, AZ. October 11, 2007. 

“The Importance of Entrepreneurship,” keynote address, Montana Indian Business Conference, Helena, MT. 
September 18, 2007. 

“Linking Financial Literacy and EITC Outreach,” Washington University VITA Coordinator Gathering on EITC 
Research and VITA Site Implementation, St. Louis, MO. August 9, 2007.  

“The Financial Literacy of Native American Youth,” panel entitled “Money + Knowledge = Financial Literacy,” 
annual meeting of the National Conference of State Legislatures,” Boston, MA. August 7, 2007. 

“Assets and Economy,” panel entitled “The State of the Native Nations: Findings from a Landmark Study,” 
Merrill Lynch world headquarters, New York, NY. June 26, 2007. 

“The Financial Education of Native American Youth: Results from the Jump$tart Survey,” panel entitled, “Asset 
Building Research,” National Congress of American Indians Mid-Year Conference, Anchorage, AK. June 12, 
2007. 

“Economics and Policy Research in Native Communities,” panel entitled, “New Opportunities for Policy 
Research that Serves Native Communities,” National Congress of American Indians Mid-Year Conference, 
Anchorage, AK. June 10, 2007. 

“VITA Sites: Linking Tax Returns and Asset Building Strategies,” panel entitled, “Roundtable: Research-Driven 
Policy in the Asset-Based Economic Development Field,” annual conference of the Western Social Science 
Association, Calgary, AB. April 12, 2007. 

“Large Foundations’ Grantmaking to Native America,” presentation to the National Urban Indian Family Coalition 
conference, Chicago, IL. September 13, 2006. 
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 “Solving the Growth Puzzle: Understanding Variation in Socioeconomic Change on American Indian 
Reservations,” presentation to the General Assembly, National Congress of American Indians Mid-Year 
Conference, Sault Ste. Marie, MI. June 20, 2006. 

“Solving the Growth Puzzle: Learning from Recent Research,” panel entitled “Finance, Tax, and Economic 
Research: Getting a More Comprehensive Tribal Economic Picture,” National Congress of American Indians 
Mid-Year Conference, Sault Ste. Marie, MI. June 20, 2006. 

“Governance, Culture, Development and Planning: Findings from the Harvard Project and Native Nations 
Institute,” plenary address, First Nations Community Planning Conference and Investment Fair, sponsored by 
the Atlantic Policy Congress of First Nations Chiefs, Sydney, Nova Scotia. May 24, 2006. 

“Research Questions for the Field of Native Asset Building,” panel entitled, “Roundtable: Asset Building in Indian 
Country,” annual conference of the Western Social Sciences Association, Phoenix, AZ. April 21, 2006. 

“Lessons from the Honoring Nations Program: Themes from Award Winners in the Exercise of Practical 
Sovereignty,” pre-conference workshop entitled, “Governance and Development in Indian Country in Canada 
and the United States,” Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, sponsored by Indian and Northern Affairs 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. March 20, 2006. 

“Self-Governed Dispute Resolution: Toward First Nations Courts,” workshop entitled, “Governance and 
Development in Indian Country in Canada and the United States,” Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, 
sponsored by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. March 20, 2006. 

“Strengthening and Rebuilding Tribal Justice Systems,” panel entitled “Policing in Indian Country,” 16th annual 
Indigenous Professors Association conference, Lawrence, KS. March 11, 2006. 

“Social Work as Social Change: Asset Building in Indian Communities,” presentation at the American 
Indian/Alaska Native Social Work Educators’ Association affiliate group meeting, 10th annual conference of the 
Council on Social Work Education, Chicago, IL. February 16, 2006. 

“Native Cultural Arts Organizations: What They Are and What They Need,” 10th biennial Native Arts Network 
Conference, Washington, DC. November 17, 2005. 

“Review of the Longitudinal Regional Health Survey,” with Alyce Adams and Courtney Andrews, First Nation 
Regional Longitudinal Health Survey (RHS) First Nations Research Conference, Ottawa, ON. November 15, 
2005. 

“Large Foundations’ Grantmaking to Native America,” panel entitled “Facilitating Tribal Self-Determination: 
Formal Philanthropy to Indian Country,” National Congress of American Indians Annual Conference, Tulsa, OK. 
November 1, 2005. 

“Outcome Findings from the Comprehensive Indian Resources for Community and Law Enforcement Project 
Evaluation,” panel entitled “Responding to Crime in Indian Country: Evaluation Results,” 19th annual conference 
of the American Evaluation Association (joint with the Canadian Evaluation Association), Toronto, ON. October 
29, 2005. 

“A Circle of Learning: the Hows and Whys of Productive Grantmaking to Native America,” with David Nicholson 
and Joy Persall, annual conference of the National Network of Grantmakers, Blaine, WA. October 9, 2005. 

“Lessons from Native America for the US Wars Abroad,” panel organized by Charles Kupchan, Council on 
Foreign Relations, Keasbey Scholars 50th Anniversary Reunion. Philadelphia, PA. September 24, 2005.  

“Asset Building: A Component of Nation Building,” at “Investor Opportunities: A Convening on Strengthening 
Native Asset-Building Strategies,” Chandler, AZ. July 20, 2005.   

“Philanthropy in Indian Country: Who is Giving to Cultural Organizations?” Plenary address, 2nd annual Tribal 
Archives, Libraries, and Museums Conference, Mesa, AZ. May 25, 2005. 
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“Seeking Grants from Major Foundations,” panel entitled, “Friends Groups and Other Fundraising Strategies,” 
2nd annual Tribal Archives, Libraries, and Museums Conference, Mesa, AZ. May 26, 2005. 

“The CIRCLE Project Evaluation: Findings and Reflections,” with Carrie Garrow, 9th National Indian Nations 
Justice for Victims of Crime Conference, Palm Springs, CA. December 10, 2004. 

“Philanthropy in Indian Country: Who is Giving? Who is Receiving?” with Sarah Hicks, panel entitled “Formal 
Philanthropy to Native America: Who Gives, To Whom, and How,” annual conference of the Association for 
Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action, Los Angeles, CA. November 19, 2004.  

“Testimony of an Intermediary: The First Nations Development Institute’s Experience” with Sherry Salway Black, 
panel entitled “Formal Philanthropy to Native America: Who Gives, To Whom, and How,” annual conference of 
the Association for Research on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action, Los Angeles, CA. November 19, 
2004. 

“Using Your Human and Financial Resources Wisely” and “Lessons to Take Home,” symposium entitled 
“Learning from Each Other: Improving Tribal Government Performance,” sponsored by the Honoring Nations 
Program of the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic Development, Cambridge, MA. September 10 
and 11 (respectively), 2004. 

“Preliminary Findings of the Comprehensive Indian Resources for Community and Law Enforcement (CIRCLE) 
Project Evaluation: Phase II Outcomes,” Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation, 
Office of Justice Programs, Washington, DC. July 19, 2004. 

“Lost in the Middle: The Challenges to Responding to Juvenile Crime in Indian Country,” panel entitled 
“Challenging Populations and Conditions in Juvenile Justice,” at the conference “Impacting Juvenile Justice: The 
Intersection of Approaches,” Central Missouri State University, Warrensburg, MO. March 30, 2004. 

“Reloading the Dice, or Economic Policy for Native Nations: The Challenge of Nation Building,” Indigenous 
Economic Development Summit, sponsored by the Minnesota Indian Economic Development Fund, Prior Lake, 
MN. November 13, 2003. 

“The CIRCLE Project Evaluation: Approaches to and Issues in Phase II, ‘Outcomes’ Evaluation,” panel entitled 
“The Comprehensive Indian Resources for Community and Law Enforcement (CIRCLE) Project Evaluation: 
Implementing a Participatory Evaluation in Indian Country,” Seventeenth Annual Conference of the American 
Evaluation Association, Reno, NV. November 8, 2003. 

“Political Institutions Matter: American Indian Economic Development,” Farber Forum, University of South 
Dakota, Vermillion, SD. October 9, 2003. 

“Barriers to the Implementation of Tribal TANF Programs: Economic Growth, Program Coordination, and 
National Politics,” National Tribal TANF Best Practices Conference, Albuquerque, NM. December 5, 2002. 

“Understanding First Nations’ Development Success: Cross-Site Analysis of Four First Nations in Treaty 8, 
Alberta,” panel entitled “Self Government in Practice,” Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, sponsored by the 
Canadian Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and the University of Western Ontario, 
Ottawa, Ontario. November 26, 2002. 

“American Indian Tribes’ Financial Accountability to the U.S. Government,” panel entitled “Transfers to First 
Nations,” Aboriginal Policy Research Conference, sponsored by the Canadian Department of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development and the University of Western Ontario, Ottawa, Ontario. November 26, 2002. 

“The CIRCLE Project Evaluation: Structuring the Evaluation, Process Evaluation Findings, and Plans for 
Outcomes Evaluation,” panel entitled “The Comprehensive Indian Resources for Community and Law 
Enforcement (CIRCLE) Project Evaluation: Implementing a Participatory Evaluation in Indian Country,” 
Sixteenth Annual Conference of the American Evaluation Association, Washington, DC. November 7, 2002. 
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“The CIRCLE Project Evaluation: The Participatory Evaluation Process and Process Evaluation Findings,” panel 
entitled “Evaluating the CIRCLE Project: Phase I Findings,” Annual Conference on Criminal Justice Research 
and Evaluation, Office of Justice Programs, Washington, DC. July 24, 2002. 

“Welfare, Work and American Indians: An Overview of TANF and Research Results,” meeting entitled “Welfare 
Reform and American Indians: A Briefing for Policy Makers,” sponsored by the George Washington University 
National Health Policy Forum, Washington, DC. July 16, 2002. 

“Beyond Treaties: Lessons for Community Economic Development,” conference entitled “Global Perspectives 
on Indigenous Peoples’ Forestry: Linking Communities, Commerce and Conservation,” sponsored by the 
University of British Columbia Faculty of Forestry and First Nations House of Learning (et al.), Vancouver, BC. 
June 4, 2002. 

“American Indian Tribes’ Financial Accountability to the U.S. Government: A Report to the Department of Indian 
Affairs and Northern Development,” a presentation to the Government of Canada, Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development, Ottawa, ON. May 24, 2002. 

“Achieving Economic Development through Nation Building: Lessons from the Harvard Project on American 
Indian Economic Development,” training program entitled “Strategies for Creating Sustainable Economic 
Development in Indian Country,” sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Office 
of Native American Programs/Native eDGE, Oklahoma City, OK. March 19, 2002. 

“Economic Development and Nation Building: The Connections to Welfare Reform and Effective Social Service 
Delivery,” conference entitled “Providing Quality Tribal Services: Putting the Pieces Together,” 11th Annual 
American Indian and Alaska Native Tribal Grantee Conference, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services Administration for Children and Families – Region X and the National Indian Child Welfare 
Association, Seattle, WA. March 6, 2002. 

“Achieving Good Governance: Cross-Cutting Themes,” conference entitled “Honoring Nations: Good Tribal 
Governance Symposium,” sponsored by the Honoring Nations Program of the Harvard Project on American 
Indian Economic Development, Santa Fe, NM. February 7, 2002. 

“Theories of Change, Participatory Evaluation, and the US Department of Justice’s CIRCLE Initiative,” briefing 
for US Department of Justice staff, Washington, DC. November 26, 2001. 

“Traditional Medicine and Economic Development in Indian Country,” conference entitled “Should Government 
Cover Traditional Indian Medicine?” sponsored by the University of Arizona College of Medicine and the Indian 
Health Service Clinical Support Center, Tucson, AZ. September 8, 2001. 

“The Steps Ahead: Changes in Nottawaseppi Pottawatomi Governance,” Huron Band of Pottawatomi Council 
and staff training, Athens, MI. May 17, 2001.   

“Bringing the Background Forward: Evidence from Indian Country on the Social and Cultural Determinants of 
Economic Development,” Kathryn M. Buder Center for American Indian Studies, George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work, Washington University, St. Louis, MO. May 8, 2001. 

“Supporting Negotiations through the Practice of Good Government,” Consensus Building Institute and 
Aboriginal Leadership Institute training for First Nations leaders, Saskatoon, SK. April 9, 2001.  

“Issues Panel,” summit entitled “Improving Safety in Indian Country,” sponsored by the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, Arlington, VA. February 22, 2001. 

“Foundations of Native Development,” panel entitled “Economic Growth and Business Development: Pathway to 
the Future,” First Interagency Conference on Comprehensive Planning in Indian Country, entitled “Building 
Strong Tribal Communities Through Planning,” sponsored by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Palm Springs, CA. November 28, 2000. 



 18 

“Lessons for First Nations from Harvard Project Research,” Harvard University Native American Program and 
Consensus Building Institute training for First Nations leaders, Cambridge, MA. October 19, 2000. 

“Reconstructing Indigenous Economics: Assessing, Analyzing and Prioritizing Needs,” with Kenneth Grant, 
Eleventh Annual Oweesta Conference, First Nations Development Institute, Washington, DC. August 12, 2000. 

“Policing in Indian Country,” panel entitled “Responding to Crime in Indian Country,” Annual Conference on 
Criminal Justice Research and Evaluation, Office of Justice Programs, Washington, DC. July 17, 2000. 

“The Importance of Good Tribal Governance for Social and Economic Development,” panel entitled “Tribal 
Governments,” American Indian Law Day, University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, MI. March 24, 2000. 

“Constitutional Reform and Governmental Development,” concurrent session on “Tools for Nation-Building,” 
conference entitled “Building American Indian Nations for the Twenty-first Century: Twenty-five Years of Self-
determination and Economic Development, What Have We Learned?” Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, 
University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ. November 13, 1999. 

“Culture and Policing in Indian Country,” conference entitled “Community Policing in the Twenty-First Century,” 
Upper Midwest Community Policing Institute, Sioux City, IA. September 21, 1999. 

“Economic Development in Indian Country,” meeting entitled “Symposium on the Economy of the Oneida Tribe 
of Indians,” sponsored by the Oneida Tribe Office of the Vice Chairman, Green Bay, WI. June 14, 1998. 

“Economic Development on American Indian Reservations,” with Jonathan Taylor, Trinitarian Church Social 
Outreach Committee, Concord, MA. May 1998. 

“Governing Government,” public economics panel presentation, Annual Conference of the Eastern Economics 
Association. March 1996. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Inaugural Member, Leadership Council, Center for Indian Country Development, Federal Reserve Bank of 

Minneapolis, 2015-2018 
At-Large Member, Tribal Issues Advisory Group, United States Sentencing Commission, 2015-2016 
Indigenous Social Sciences Review Panel, Australian Research Council, 2013-present 
Aboriginal Research Review Panel, Canadian Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, 2013-2014 
Scientific Advisory Committee, National Center for Responsible Gaming, 2012-present  
Research Advisory Committee, International Indigenous Financial Literacy Literature Review Project, Aboriginal 

Financial Officers Association of Canada, 2012-2013 
Rapporteur, Indian Law and Order Commission, 2012-2013 
Expert Panel, Urban Institute Study of Native American, Alaskan Native and Hawaiian Housing Needs (funded 

by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development), 2011-present 
Advisory Board, Urban Institute Study of Tribal Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (funded by the US 

Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families), 2011-2013  
Invited Participant, White House Native American Business Leaders Roundtable, 2011 
Rapporteur, International Centre for the Prevention of Crime Seminar on International Indigenous Safety, 2011 
Invited Participant, OMB and HUD Roundtable on Native American Housing, Community and Economic 

Development, 2010 
Advisor, Kennedy School Policy Analysis Exercises (masters theses) on American Indians topics, 1993-2010 
Scientific Committee, 4th IZA/World Bank Conference on Employment and Development, 2009 
Expert Panel, Government Innovators’ Network, Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and Innovation, John 

F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 2001-2007  
Advisor, Graduate Horizons [for American Indian college students], 2005 
Advisory Board, International Association of Chiefs of Police Indian Country Juvenile Justice/Law Enforcement 

Training and Technical Assistance Project, 2004-2005 
Best Dissertation Committee, Ethnic and Racial Politics Section, American Political Science Association, 2003-

2004 
Advisor to Native students, Washington University School of Law, 2001-2004 
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Special Lecturer, Aboriginal Leadership Institute (Winnipeg, MB, Canada), Banff Centre for Indigenous 
Leadership (Banff, AB, Canada), and Consensus Building Institute (Cambridge, MA) executive education 
programs 

 
Senior USA Editor, International Indigenous Policy Journal, 2009-present 
Editorial Board Member, British Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, 2014-present 
 
Journal articles reviewed for: AlterNative; American Indian Culture and Research Journal; American Indian 
Quarterly; Criminal Justice Studies: A Critical Journal of Crime, Law and Society; Economic Systems; Health 
Education Journal; Housing Studies; Journal of Quantitative Criminology; Leadership; Publius; Public 
Administration Review; Social Science Journal 
 
Manuscripts reviewed for: Stanford University Press, Syracuse University Press, University of Arizona Press, 
University of New Mexico Press 

ACADEMIC AWARDS 
Dyason Fellowship International Visitor, University of Melbourne, Australia, 2012 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, University of Technology Sydney, Australia, 2011 
Predoctoral Fellow, Malcolm Wiener Center for Social Policy, Harvard University, 1995-1999 
National Science Foundation Positive Political Economy Research Training Grant Recipient, 1994-1995 
Kennedy Fellow, Kennedy School of Government, 1989-1991 
Century III Graduate Studies Grant Recipient, 1989 
Christ Church (University of Oxford) Book Prize, for academic excellence, 1989 
Keasbey Scholar, for study at the University of Oxford, 1987-1989 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1987 
Cooper Scholar, outstanding junior at Swarthmore College, 1986 
Swarthmore College Midwestern Scholar, 1983-1987 
National Merit Scholar, 1983 

TEACHING AWARDS 
Committee on Educational Policy Commendation, School of Public Health, Harvard University, 2000 
Dean’s Award for Teaching Excellence, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University, 1997 
Allyn Young Teaching Prize, Department of Economics, Harvard University, 1994 
Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Derek Bok Center for Teaching and Learning, Harvard University, 1993 

and 1994 


